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First, read the Abstract. 
It will summarize the entire article and 
give you a good idea if it is of interest to 
you. The Title should match what the 
Abstract and article mean to discuss.



Then go
to the 
Discussion 
part near
the end of
the article
as  a recap 
of the study

Then go to the Results and Discussion part near the end of the article as a recap 
of the study

After  reading the Abstract, 
read the Discussion Section.  
It is near the end of the 
article.
It recaps  the entire study.  
Now you know what the 
authors  meant to prove and 
how the experiment ended. 



Then read the Conclusion. By reading the Abstract,
Discussion, and Conclusion, you will have a better 
understanding of the middle of the article, the study itself.
It makes the overall article simpler to grasp if you are new
to reading scholarly articles. 

Then read the Conclusion. By reading 
the Abstract, Discussion, and 
Conclusion in that order, you will have a 
better understanding of the study itself.
It makes the overall article simpler to 
grasp if you are new to reading scholarly 
articles. 



Following
the  
Abstract,
the authors
write about
some of the 
current 
ideas 
known in 
their  field,
and why 
their  own 
ideas will 
either
either prove 
the other 
theories 
wrong
or improve
on them.

Below the Abstract and 
Title is the Introduction 
page. 
This is where the authors
write about some of the 
current ideas in their 
field. 
Here, the authors
introduce their own
theories. 
Go here after reading  
the Conclusion
Section.



The Method part explains who or what was being tested and the devices used to 
prove  or disprove the new theory.
For example, the test might include 20 students Participants who listened to loud 
music Devices while Proceeding  to answer 20 math questions to determine if noisy  
music really impaired test taking.

Then continue on and read the 
Methods and Materials section. This 
section explains their testing 
methods to prove or disprove their 
new theory.

For example, the Methods and 
Materials part might include 20 
student Participants who listened to 
loud music Devices while Proceeding  
to answer 20 math questions to 
Determine if noisy music really 
impaired test taking.  (In other 
words, Methods and Materials discuss 
who or what was tested with a device 
to discover what would happen in the 
end).



The Method part explains who or what was being tested and the devices used to 
prove  or disprove the new theory.
For example, the test might include 20 students Participants who listened to loud 
music Devices while Proceeding  to answer 20 math questions to determine if noisy  
music really impaired test taking.

Following the Method s and 
Materials section, the Results
of the experiment are discussed.
.



The Method part explains who or what was being tested and the devices used to 
prove  or disprove the new theory.
For example, the test might include 20 students Participants who listened to loud 
music Devices while Proceeding  to answer 20 math questions to determine if noisy  
music really impaired test taking.

The Results section may have a lot of 
math and scholarly words,  If you are 
not good at either, you can still 
understand  the article because the 
text explains the math as does the 
Discussion, and Conclusion ,sections 
you already read.

But you might want to re-read the 
article in order now that you better 
understand it.



The Method part explains who or what was being tested and the devices used to 
prove  or disprove the new theory.
For example, the test might include 20 students Participants who listened to loud 
music Devices while Proceeding  to answer 20 math questions to determine if noisy  
music really impaired test taking.

Some sections may have a mathematical formula or statistical analysis you may not 
understand about, for exmple, the hydration of Asian elephants in a specific location. 
So the author will mention that based on the numerical analysis described, the  
amount of water these Asian elephants drink in early spring is 30 gallons a day, or 12% 
higher than normal and 15% higher than other elephants in other regions in that same 
month. This finding will be explained along with the math. 



Remember:

 The Abstract and the Title best indicate the type of information found 
in the article.

 Read the Discussion, Conclusion and then the Introduction sections 
before reading the Methods and Material section (middle) or the 
Results part of the article. That is the more complex section. By first 
reading around it, you will not feel lost in the more intricate sections 
because you know how the experiment begins and ends. 

 If you are not good in math, the formulae will be explained in  a non-
math way. 



Scientific and Technical scholarly articles usually follow the same 

approach, even if you have to read it out of numerical order. 

Once you understand it follows a certain outline, it becomes easier  to 

read. This is what each part does, learning this makes it all the easier: 

 Abstract and Title: The Abstract should match the Title. Then you will 
know what is being discussed.

 Introduction: ‘This is what people in my profession think about a 
subject, but here is my view.’ 

 Methods and Material: ‘To prove it, I have gathered participants or 
material and some testing equipment.’

 Results: ‘This is the raw data I collected from this experiment.’

 Discussion: ‘This is a complete summary of the experiment.’

 Conclusion: ‘ This is where I was right and where I was wrong and what 
might need to be done by me or others to make it possibly work. ‘



 How it looks                               
 Title and Abstract 
 Introduction
 Methods and Material
 Results
 Discussion
 Conclusion

 How it should be read                            
 Title and Abstract 
 Discussion
 Conclusion
 Introduction
 Methods and Material
 Results
 Re-read properly



The McGill Science Undergraduate Research Journal 
article used for this tutorial is accessible from the Directory of 
Open Access Journals 

http://www.doaj.org 

 Binning, SA, Mavromatis, C and Guichard, F. 2007.    

Density-dependent succession in Caribbean seagrass  

communities. MSURJ 2(1): 28-31.

http://msurj.mcgill.ca/vol2_1.php



Other Questions? Chat with a Librarian at
http://librarydb.devry.edu/ask.htm

Or contact your local campus librarian
http://librarydb.devry.edu/directory.html


